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Major respiratory virus outbreaks

Outbreak Area of Estimated Estimated Estimated Age groups most
emergence case attributable excess  attributable excess affected
fatality mortality worldwide mortalityin the UK
ratio
Spanish Flu1918 to Unclear =2% 20 to 50 million 200,000 Young adults,
1919 elderly and young
children
Severeinfluenza
pandemic
Asian Flu1957 to Southern 0110 0.2% 1to4 million 33,000 Children
1958 China

Moderate influenza

pandemic
Hong Kong Flu1968  Southern 0.2to 1to 4 million 80,000 Allage groups
t0 1969 China 0.4%

Moderate influenza
pandemic

Swine Flu 2009 to Mexico <0.025% 18,000 457 Children, young

2010 adults and
pregnant women

Very mild influenza

pandemic

Middle East Middle East >30% 861 0 Elderly (60+)
Respiratory Syndrome
2012

Continuing
coronavirus pandemic
threat

Serious Acute China <10% 774 0 Middle-aged
Respiratory Syndrome adults (45to 63)
2002 to 2003

Severe coronavirus
pandemic ‘near-miss’

Seasonal flu epidemic UK Data not MNot applicable 26,000 excess Elderly 75+
1989 t0 1990 available deaths in England
and Wales
Severe influenza
seasonal epidemic

Note: ‘Estimated case fatality ratio’ is the proportion of people who became ill with symptoms and subsequently
died.
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