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Abstract

The discussion regarding mandatory vaccination centers mainly around the question of whether
producing public good has precedence over the freedom of individuals. In the core of this discussion lies the
assumption that mass immunization has been proven as a public good, based on the experts’ opinion that
there is no proof of significant damage caused by vaccinations.

We consider the question of mandatory vaccination in two aspects — whether the public interest is
to carry out mass vaccination against mild diseases, and whether it is permissible to mandate vaccination of
an individual in the sake of the public good.

In the first part, we argue that the lack of proof of damage is not proof of lack of damage; in any
dispute, the burden of proof lies with those who lay charges. In the case of mandatory vaccination, the state
prosecutes the parents who oppose it, and not the other way around. Therefore, according to the halakhic rule
"the onus of proof is on the claimant” — before any discussion of whether the public good outweighs the
freedom of the individual — this public good must be proven.

In the second part, we argue that even if it is proven that the statistical benefit of a mass vaccination
outweighs the risk, it is forbidden to impose vaccination on a person who objects it. The reason is that it is
forbidden to deliberately harm (or risk) a person, even in order to save greater risk from another. Similar

considerations have been recently applied to the halachic analysis of the trolley problem.
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